Political and news media luminaries gathered o the ANWC 2009 scholarships. The four journalism student recipi-
May 20 at the Fairmont Hotel for the ANW® Gmla to ents, Reiana Ess8kmmons (represented by her mother), Olivia
roast, toast, and celebrate Katie Couric, the 2009 re« Hallihan, Ricki Maybruch, and Melissa Noel, were delighted to re-
of the Helen Thomas Award for Excellence in Journ: ceive personal congratulations and encouraging words from both
ANWC members and friends joined to honor Katie fc Katie Couric and HelenThomas, the best possible role models for
her pioneering achievements in broadcast journalisn the next generation of journalists.

while also celebrating the accomplishments of ANW!
member Helen Thomas. The evening was fun and i The Gala would not have been possible without the tireless

ing for all. efforts of the Benefit Committee (listed on page 4) and, most nota-
bly, the leadership and dedication of Gala Chair Janis Lamar.
With gentle ribbing and delightful personal storit Despite scheduling conflicts and date changes, the event was a huge
our dynamic emcee Sam Donaldson and a bevy of € success. Thanks to all for your contributions.

tional roasters and toasters demonstrated their affec
and respect for Katie. Roasters David Axelrod, Mike We also want to note the generosity of the Gala sponsors and

Huckabee and Nicole Wallace represented the politi Friends of ANWC.  Special thanks go to our presenting and table
newsmakers, and Rick Kaplan, Jeff Greenfield and [ SPonsors, CBS News, BAE Systems, Northrop Grumman, Micro-
Martin represented Kat i (S0ft BNA CleanSkies TV News and the Trupp Family. Their phis g | ¢ -
smiles and laughs were seen and heard throughout lanthropy supports the ANWC scholarship fund, which provides
ballroom. The humor and collegiality among the roa financial support to young women pursuing journalism careers.
made the guests feel that they were part of a gatheri

. Finally, thanks to all ANWC members and friends for their
friends.

support and encouragement. We look forward to seeing you at the
A highlight of the evening was the presentation 2010 Gala!







