
Page 4 - January 2010

News of the News' Women
Warm welcome to Our New Member: 
Kathryn Desmond

Kathy Scott Desmond (aka Kathryn) says
she is not sure which of her two Washington
club memberships she values more highly –
her new status with ANWC or her six-year
history with what she calls the “Old
Mommies Club.”  Having “temporarily”
stepped aside from a 20-year-plus
journalism career in 2003 to give birth to her
daughter, Elisabeth, Kathryn says she will
relish the chance to renew professional
connections through ANWC.

As a reporter and editor for BNA, Inc., in the 1980s and ‘90s, Kathryn
covered an alphabet soup of Labor Department agencies as well as
Capitol Hill. Her assignments included national labor negotiations, the
Family and Medical Leave Act, and the 1988 Republican National
Convention.  Other work for BNA included stints in the health care and
international divisions. Just ask her about Mad Cow Disease!

A mid-career hiatus in 1991 led Kathryn to become a registered nurse
through Catholic University’s second-degree program, and then to sign
on at Washington Hospital Center as a bedside nurse. 

But having never fully recovered from the journalism bug, it was soon
onto the American Nurses Association’s communications unit to do
media relations, speechwriting, and support of Hillary Clinton’s health-
care plan. 

A call from a colleague brought her full-circle back to BNA in 1994 to a
job-sharing position that provided an unexpected benefit – an
introduction to her husband, Dennis. With Elisabeth’s birth, it was time
to move onto a third career – motherhood – with plans for retirement
currently “on hold!”

Special Honors
Helen Thomas received a Doctor of Humane Letters from the
University of Michigan at its Winter
Commencement on Dec. 20, 2009, in Ann
Arbor. A Detroit native, she was honored
as a journalist who served the White
House Press Corps during 10 presidencies.
Her fellow honorees included actor Jeff
Daniels, who delivered an address; Grace
Lee Boggs, a labor and civil rights activist,
writer and speaker from Detroit who has
been engaged in various social and
political movements for more than six
decades; and Edward Osborne Wilson, an entomologist and biological
theorist whose research of ants has led to an understanding of social
behavior and independence.

Ann Telnaes of the washingtonpost.com received
Honorary Mention at the presentation of the 2009
Berryman Award for Editorial Cartooning in New
York last month, for what the judges praised as
“innovative use of animation in (her) work, which
is expected to be the wave of the future.”

Kathryn Desmond
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The large, sunny 4th
floor office suite in
historic Cranford
House, home of the
American News
Women's Club, is
available for rent by
club member. 

This suite features
four rooms, which

can be used as individual offices and meeting space (approx. 900
sq. ft. total), full & half bath and fully equipped kitchen (gas
stove, dishwasher, microwave, refrigerator).  

Amenities include wall-to-wall Berber carpeting, high ceilings,
elevator access, ceiling fans, window a/c, and radiator heating.
The space is wired for cable. All utilities except cable and phone
included.

Cranford House is an historic four-story French Revival
townhouse custom designed in 1906 by the renowned
architectural firm of A. B. Mullet and Company, and was named
a historic site in journalism by the National Society of
Professional Journalists (SPJ).

Rent: $3,000/monthly Available Immediately. 

To get more information, contact ANWC Secretary Mila Albertson.
She can be reached at 202-207-1116 weekdays from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m., at 571-225-9877 on weekends, or e-mail at:
malbertson@kellencompany.com

Looking for Office Space? 
Unique Opportunity at Club

SHOP         TALK

Helen Thomas

Starting a New Career

June Bowers, now a Florida resident who
says she is “pushing 90 – from one side or
the other,” had some pretty interesting
news to put in her 2009 holiday letter to
family and friends. On a lark she entered
the Sarasota’s Got Talent contest. Her
competitors, the youngest 20, sang,
danced or played a musical instrument.
She presented a medley of poetry, mostly
her own. She won first prize. That’s just

the beginning. She was invited to appear on a local TV show hosted
by Dulcy Rushmore. At about the same time, she says, she was
attending a benefit for the Sarasota Humane Society and met Jake
Jacobson, the emcee of a two-hour radio program called, “He said,
She said.” He invited her to appear for the first hour, but kept her on
air the entire show. The result: She now has her own show called
“JUNE’S LIBRARY.” Her one-hour format will include reciting
poetry, presenting biographies, relating true-life experiences and
include an honored guest. Her show is on station WTMY (1280-
AM) every Saturday from 3 to 4 p.m.

June Bowers




